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City Commission 
April 16, 2018 

 
 

Mayor Tom Hogenson called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Jennifer P. Cochran, Jonathan Eppley and 
Lorraine James; Mayor Tom Hogenson; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
There were 16 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  - 10d(ii), Resolution awarding bids for 2017/18 Sidewalk 
Improvement Program was taken off the agenda for further review.  A proclamation of 
recognition for Carrie Weis was added to the agenda.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley that the minutes of 
April 2, 2018 regular meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas: Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James   
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
Mayor Hogenson presented the Proclamation declaring April 24, 2018 GFWC Federation 
Day to Mary Bechaz, President of the GFWC. 
 
Mayor Hogenson presented the Arbor Day and the Invasive Plant Pest and Disease 
proclamations to Heather Bowman, Director of Public Works. 
 
Heather Bowman, Director of Public Works, presented a Proclamation of Recognition to 
Carrie Weis for the Monarch Butterfly Project. 
 
STUDY SESSION  
 

a.  National Fitness Campaign – Heather Bowman, Director of Public Works showed a 
five-minute video explaining the National Fitness Program.  Founded in 1979 by fitness 
enthusiast Mitch Menaged, National Fitness Campaign (NFC) is an outdoor fitness 
course. This course has been helping people live more active and healthy lives across 
the country for over 30 years. In its history, the campaign has partnered with over 4,000 
cities and colleges to convert public spaces into an outdoor fitness course.  
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NFC is a social enterprise, providing a share of their profits to communities in need to 
help them build an outdoor fitness course and expand access to healthy infrastructure.  

The Fitness course would be built at Triangle Park, which is located by Spectrum Hospital 
and renamed Rotary Park Fitness Center.  The total cost to build this course would be 
$100,000, whereby the Rotary Club and the City have already pledged to contribute 
toward this program.  The program only allows 30/60 days for fundraising.  Once the 
funds are raised, it takes one week to build the course.  MCDC offers a grant opportunity 
called Patronicity which will match each dollar up to $50,000.  

Commissioner James suggested contacting the Little League and the Women’s softball 
association to help to sponsor/raise funds/ donations.      

PUBLIC COMMENT –  
 
Siarah Oliver from Ferris Student Government apologized for the cancelation of the Big 
Event that was scheduled for last Saturday due to an unexpected snow storm. This will 
be her last Commission meeting that she will be attending until next fall.      
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – 7:00 p.m. 
 
Public Hearing regarding the Special Assessment Roll for 2017/2018 Sidewalk 
Improvement Project was opened by Mayor Hogenson at 7:00 p.m.   
  
The Mayor opened the floor for comments from the audience.  There were no persons in 
the audience who spoke for or against the special assessment.  There was no written or 
telephonic correspondence.   
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:01 p.m.    
        
GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 18-46 
 
Commissioner Cochran moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE 2018 BIG RAPIDS 
WASTEWATER USER CHARGE SYSTEM REPORT AND 

AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN 
 

WHEREAS representatives from the City of Big Rapids, Big Rapids Township and 
Green Township [the “Municipalities”] have met in committee to complete the 2018 User 
Charge Report [the “Report”], and 

 
WHEREAS the Report identifies City accounts utilized to quantify and track shared 

expenses in the operation of the wastewater treatment plant and collection system, and 
sets the methodology of preparing the User Charge System Report, and  
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WHEREAS, the information about the collection system and treatment plant 
serving the Municipalities set forth in the Report will be used in the setting of wastewater 
rates and the preparation of future user charge system reports. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accepts the 

2018 Big Rapids Wastewater User Charge System Report as prepared by the 
participating municipalities, subject to the approval by the State of Michigan, Department 
of Environmental Quality, Environmental Sciences and Services Division, and the Mayor 
is authorized to accept and sign the Report on behalf of the City. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the rates established by the 2018 Report to be 

charged Big Rapids Township effective April 1, 2018, shall be $5.44 per unit (1 unit = 
1,000 gallons) and the rate charged to Green Township effective April 1, 2018 shall be 
$5.40 per unit (1 unit = 1,000 gallons) exclusive of IPP charges as provided in this report. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James   
Nays:   None 
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 16, 2018    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 18-47 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING REQUEST FROM BULLDOG CINEMA LLC FOR A  

TAVERN LICENSE AT 1100 MAPLE STREET 
 

At a regular meeting of the City Commission called to order by Mayor Thomas J. 
Hogenson on Monday, April 16, 2018 at 6:30 p.m., the following resolution was offered: 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Eppley and seconded by Commissioner James. 
 
 That the request from Bulldog Cinema LLC/Kylie Jo Szpiech for a Tavern license 
to be located at 1100 Maple Street Big Rapids, MI 49307 Mecosta County, be considered 
for approval.  
 
  APPROVAL                 DISAPPROVAL 
 

Yeas: Anderson, Cochran, Eppley   Yeas:  ____________ 
           Hogenson, James  
                                       

           Nays: None                                      Nays: _____________ 
 
 Absent:  None                           Absent:  ___________ 
 
   
It is the consensus of this body that that it:   Recommends this application be 
considered for approval by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission. 
 
State of Michigan) 
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County of Mecosta) 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and is a complete copy of the resolution  
offered and adopted by the City Commission_____________________ at a   
                            (Township Board, City or village Council) 

council/board at a  regular_________   meeting held on April 16, 2018. 
                                       (Regular or Special)                                                                (Date) 
 

Name and title of authorized officer (please print):      Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
 
Signature and date of authorized Clerk:             _______________________ 
 
Phone number and e-mail of authorized officer:     231-592-4020  tgillis@cityofbr.org             

 
RESOLUTION NO. 18-48 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of the 
following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A  
CONTRIBUTION TO THE HIGHLANDVIEW 

CEMETERY BUILDING  
 

 WHEREAS, the building at the front gate of Highlandview Cemetery was built in 
the 1920’s and is in need of renovation, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Big Rapids Township has approached the City about contributing 
$10,000 toward the cost of the renovation of the building, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the renovation of this building would convert an iconic structure into a 
serene place for reflection and remembrance, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has a contract with Big Rapids Township to pay a 50% share 
of the annual maintenance cost based on the audited Township expense information, and 
 
 WHEREAS, capital expenditures are depreciated annually over their useful lives, 
and 50% of the depreciated expensed is then factored into the City’s share of the annual 
cost, and  
 
 WHEREAS, if the City elects to contribute $10,000 in support of renovating the 
cemetery building, it is essential that the City not be reassessed this cost after the end 
project has been completed, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Big Rapids Township has agreed not to reassess this amount after 
the completion of the project and it will be left off the depreciation schedule entirely.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approve the 
appropriation toward the Highlandview Cemetery building in the amount of $10,000 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Big Rapids will not be assessed the 
depreciated expense cost after the end project has been completed and that the $10,000 
be expensed from account number 101-101-963.100.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James   
Nays:   None 
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 16, 2018    
 
RESOLUTION NO.  18-49 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Cochran, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL NO.  18-523  
FOR 2017/2018 SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

 
 WHEREAS, Special Assessment Roll No. 18-523 has been submitted for the 
construction of sidewalk under the City of Big Rapids 2017/2018 Sidewalk Improvement 
Project, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Commission held a public hearing on Monday, April 16, 2018 
to consider any objections to said Roll, at which time the special assessments were 
confirmed. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
approves said Special Assessment Roll No. 18-523 to be spread over a three (3) year 
term payable in three (3) annual installments with interest at the rate of three percent (3%) 
per annum due each February 1st hereafter, beginning February 1, 2019, and directs the 
City Assessor to deposit the same with the City Clerk for endorsement as to the date of 
confirmation, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon confirmation by the City Clerk, said Roll 
shall be transmitted to the City Treasurer for collection. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James   
Nays:   None 
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 16, 2018    
 
RESOLUTION NO 18-50 
 
Commissioner Eppley moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of the 
following: 

 
RESOLUTION AWARDING BIDS FOR 2018 CONSTRUCTION 

SEASON MAINTENANCE MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT 
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WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids Department of Public Works maintains the streets 
within the City limits, which necessitates the need for maintenance materials, maintenance, 
rented equipment, and operational repairs, and  

 
WHEREAS, annually, the City advertises for competitive pricing for a variety of 

maintenance materials and rental of equipment that the City does not own, but may need to 
complete projects or assist with unexpected emergency repairs, and  

 
WHEREAS, bids were solicited for construction materials and equipment and attached 

are the bids and the offered price, and 
 
WHEREAS, prices are good April 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the 

attached bids with their offered price and that the equipment, maintenance and contracted 
services bid amounts may be utilized for other public works maintenance activities. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the costs will be expensed to the following 

accounts:  
 
Major Streets:     202-464-782.000 

        202-464-801.000 
 
 Local Streets:    203-464-782.000 
      203-464-801.000 
 
 Parks:     101-756-732.000 
      101-756-801.000 
   
 Sidewalks, Alleys,  
 & Storm Sewers:   101-442-782.000 
      101-442-801.000 
 
 Sewage Transmission:  590-561-782.000 
       
 
 Water Transmission:   591-561-782.000 
      591-561-801.000 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James   
Nays:   None 
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 16, 2018   
  
RESOLUTION NO.  18-51 

 
Commissioner James moved, supported by Commissioner Cochran the adoption of the 
following: 
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RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE  
CITY OF BIG RAPIDS DIAL-A-RIDE (DART) AND 

FERRIS STATE UNIVERSITY 
 

 WHEREAS, per Resolution No. 16-68, dated August 1, 2016 Ferris State 
University contracted with the City’s DART bus transit system to provide transportation 
for their students by way of a route through the Ferris campus, and    

 
WHEREAS, Ferris State University would like to continue this service for two years 

beginning May 5, 2018 through August 31, 2020, and  
 
WHEREAS, Ferris State University agrees to pay the City $37.20 per vehicle hour 

for the first year beginning May 5, 2018 through May 10, 2019 and $37.75 per vehicle 
hour for the second year beginning May 11, 2019 through August 31, 2020.    

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission accepts the 

Service Agreement between the City of Big Rapids Dial-A-Ride (DART) and Ferris State 
University and authorizes the City Manager to sign said agreement. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James   
Nays:   None 
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 16, 2018    
 
RESOLUTION NO.  18-52 

 
Commissioner Eppley moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING DIAL-A-RIDE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES AND ALCOHOL TESTING PROGRAM 
 

 WHEREAS, in order for the City of Big Rapids Dial-A-Ride to continue to receive 
Federal Funds under the 5311 contract, the City must abide by an Alcohol and Drug Policy 
in accordance with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT), and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Dial-A-Ride Alcohol and Drug Policy required revisions, which 
have been completed and approved by the Michigan Department of Transportation and 
the City Attorney, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the revised policy dated April 16, 2018, is hereby attached. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
approves the Department of Transportation Controlled Substances and Alcohol Testing 
Program (FTA) Big Rapids Dial-A-Ride Transit System Policy dated April 16, 2018.  
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Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James   
Nays:   None 
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 16, 2018 
 
Mark Gifford, City Manager, commented that the City has received a request to find a way 
to rid the Bjornson Watertower of the Turkey Vultures who are roosting on top.  There are 
two options that the City can take.  1) get a permit to shoot the vultures or 2) use a stuffed 
vulture, which would be hung upside-down, and the use of some bottle rockets.  Turkey 
Vultures do not like the sight of another vulture hanging upside-down.  This method is not 
guaranteed to work, and the vultures may roost in another spot, but it is something that 
the City would like to try.  The stuffed vulture would only be placed on the water tower in 
the Spring when the vultures are migrating into the City and would be taken down in the 
fall.   
 
Commissioner James asked if the City would pay to have the vultures driven out if they 
started to roost on her house?  Mr. Gifford stated that the Bjornson water tower is a public 
facility and that is why the City would address this problem.   
 
Commissioner James asked if the vultures are affecting the health of the residents.  Mr. 
Gifford stated that there is no danger to the water tower’s water supply.   
 
Mayor Hogenson commented that the City would not be addressing this issue due to a 
citizen request, but because the water tower is a public facility.   
        
RESOLUTION NO. 18-53 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
CITY OF BIG RAPIDS AND THE UNITED STATES  

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOR THE  
DETERRENCE OF TURKEY VULTURES 

 

WHEREAS, over the past few years Turkey Vultures have chosen the Bjornson Street 
water tower as a preferred roosting location, and  

 
WHEREAS, the City has received complaints from residents with concerns regarding 

the overall nuisance of these animals to the properties in the neighborhood, and 
 
WHEREAS, the City has contacted the U.S. Department of Agriculture, which is the 

same agency that assisted the City with the deer cull, and   
 
WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Agriculture Wildlife Services has drafted a 

Cooperative Service Agreement, which will include a Work Plan and a Financial Plan, 
that would use effigies, stuffed vultures, and would also include the use of “bottle rocket” 
type noise makers to assist in discouraging the vultures from roosting on the water tower 
in an amount not to exceed $1,079.48. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission authorize the 
contract between the City and the U.S. Department of Agriculture Wildlife Services for 
one site visit for consultation and one preserved Turkey Vulture and a pyrotechnic 
launcher with one box of pyrotechnic cartridges and authorize Mark Gifford, City Manager 
to sign said contract.      
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the cost of $1,079.48 be expensed to Account No. 
591-561-801.000.  

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James   
Nays:   None 
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 16, 2018    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 18-54 
 
Commissioner Cochran moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of the 
following: 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER TO EXTEND THE  

CONTRACT AWARD TO REITH RILEY FOR 
RIVERWALK IMPROVEMENTS 

 
 WHEREAS, the City applied to the Swede Hill Trust Fund and the Riverwalk Trust 
Fund to pave the Swede Hill Park parking lot, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mecosta County Community Foundation, who manages both trust 
funds, also supported a request to repair hazardous portions of the Riverwalk and 
awarded an additional $10,000 from the Riverwalk Trust Fund, and    
 
 WHEREAS, on October 16, 2017, the City Commission adopted Resolution No. 
17-151, which awarded the contract to Rieth Riley Construction for the paving of Swede 
Hill Park parking lot, and 
 
 WHEREAS, on March 5, 2018 the City Commission approved Resolution No. 18-
28, the 2018/2024 Capital Improvement Plan, which included Riverwalk Improvements in 
the amount of $9,800, and  
 

WHEREAS, a change order has been submitted by Rieth-Riley to pulverize and 
resurface the hazardous portion of Riverwalk in the amount of $19,800. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the 
attached change order from Rieth-Riley in the amount of $19,800 to pulverize and 
resurface the hazardous portion of Riverwalk and the cost be expensed to Account No. 
791-249-967.024.   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission authorize Heather 
Bowman, Street Administrator to sign said change order. 
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Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James   
Nays:   None 
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 16, 2018    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 18-55 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of the 
following: 
 

RESOLUTION ON MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS 
TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby confirms the following 

Mayoral appointment/recommendation: 
 
DART LOCAL ADVISORY BOARD 
 
Merrilee Hill-Kennedy re-appointed to a full term ending May 2021 
 
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 
Clinton Zimmerman appointed to a full term ending August 2022 
 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 
Bob King re-appointed to a full term ending May 2021 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James   
Nays:   None 
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 16, 2018    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 18-56 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Cochran, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

SUPPORTING THE REINSTATEMENT OF STATE HISTORIC TAX CREDITS 
SENATE BILL 469/ HOUSE BILL 5178 

 
 WHEREAS, the historic buildings, neighborhoods and places in Michigan villages, 
towns and cities distinguish each community and provide character and a sense of place 
that contribute significantly to the quality of life and the economic benefits enjoyed in and 
by each community; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the preservation and rehabilitation of historic buildings, places and 
neighborhood contributes to the beauty, character, and economic vitality of Michigan 
communities; and, 
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 WHEREAS, the labor-intensive nature of historic rehabilitation creates jobs and 
investment in local businesses and has been proven to generate more economic activity 
than equivalent investment in new construction; and 
 
 WHEREAS, demolition or destruction of historic buildings creates costs to 
Michigan and its communities by destroying the embodied energy present in each 
structure and adding significantly to landfills, whose makeup is estimated to be more than 
40 percent building materials and waste; and 
 
 WHEREAS, development and redevelopment within established villages, 
townships and cities is encouraged to help fulfill Michigan’s goals to Restore Our Cities, 
Protect Our Environment, and Create More and Better Jobs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, many public policies and financial and lending practices and policies 
create disincentives or barriers to the preservation, renovation and rehabilitation of 
historic buildings and resources and create a preferential financial environment for new 
construction; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Michigan has measured the economic impacts of the state historic tax 
credit programs and seen significant positive direct impacts on neighborhood and 
community revitalization, affordable and market-rate housing preservation and creation, 
local skilled jobs creation and additional private investment in areas surrounding tax-
credit-driven revitalization projects; each $1.0 of credit issued leverages $11.37 in direct 
economic impact. The Michigan HTC, during its twelve-year history has leveraged $251 
million in Federal historic tax credits, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the former Michigan Historic Tax Credit has leveraged $1.46 billion in 
direct rehabilitation activity and created 36,000 jobs since its enactment in 1999 through 
its elimination in 2011.  
 
 WHEREAS, the Michigan legislature is presently considering Senate Bill 469 and 
House Bill 5178 that would reinstate an up-to-25 percent investment tax credit for owners 
of historic residential and commercial properties who substantially rehabilitate their 
properties, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Commission that the City of 
Big Rapids endorses and supports Senate Bill 469 and House bill 5178 and calls upon 
the Michigan Legislature to pass this important legislation and Governor Snyder to sign 
it, in order to stimulate appropriate development and redevelopment and protect the 
historic character and quality of life of our communities. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to 
Senator Judy Emmons, State Representative Michele Hoitenga, the Senate Finance 
Committee, Governor Snyder and the Michigan Historic Preservation Network. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James   
Nays:   None 
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 16, 2018    
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RESOLUTION NO. 18-57 
 

Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of the 
following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN INCREASE IN 
ELECTION INSPECTOR WAGES  

 
 WHEREAS, the City’s Election Inspector wages have not been reviewed in several 
years, and 
 
 WHEREAS, due to the minimum wage increases, both Big Rapids and Green 
Township Clerks have increased their election inspector wages in order to keep their 
experienced and knowledgeable inspectors, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Election Commission met on April 2, 2018 and in order to stay 
current with other local entities, recommends to the City Commission to increase the 
City’s Election Inspector Chairperson wages to $14.00 an hour and Election Inspectors 
to $13.00 an hour. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission authorize an 
increase in the City’s Election Chairperson wages to $14.00 an hour and Election 
Inspectors to $13.00 an hour effective with the August 7, 2018 election. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James   
Nays:   None 
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 16, 2018    
 
ORDINANCE NO. 719-04-18 
 

Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Cochran, the 
adoption of the following Ordinance.    

 
 ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 14.2:2 and 14.2:3(1) OF THE BIG RAPIDS 

ZONING ORDINANCE TO ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR THE CITY COMMISSION TO 
RECEIVE AND REFER ALL APPLICATIONS FOR A ZONING TEXT OR MAP 

AMENDMENT TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
 WHEREAS, the Big Rapids Zoning Ordinance requires that all requests for zoning 
text or map amendments be presented to the City Commission for referral to the Planning 
Commission, and  
 
 WHEREAS, City Staff recognized that the zoning text or map amendment could 
be directed to the Planning Commission rather than the City Commission and streamline 
the amendment procedure by amending Sections 14.2:2 and 14.2:3(1), and  
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 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission conducted a public hearing on the proposed 
amendments to Sections 14.2:2 and 14.2:3(1) on March 21, 2017, and no public comment 
was received, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission recommended that the amendments to 
Sections 14.2:2 and 14.2:3(1) be adopted by the City Commission,   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS ORDAINS: 
Section 1.  Section 14.2:2 of the Big Rapids Zoning Ordinance is amended to read as 
follows, deleting the stricken text and adding the text in bold print. 
14.2:2 Amendments 
 

(1) Text Amendment.  Any person residing in or owning property in the City of Big 
Rapids desiring a change in the Zoning Ordinance text shall make an 
application to the City Commission.  A letter shall be submitted which shall 
contain the requested change and the reason for such change, and a copy of 
the application or letter shall be provided promptly to the City 
Commission by the Zoning Administrator.  A text amendment may also 
be initiated by the Planning Commission or the City Commission. 
 

(2) Map Amendment.  Any person with a possessory or ownership interest in 
property in the City of Big Rapids desiring a change in the Zoning Ordinance 
map shall make application for a zoning change to said property to the City 
Commission.  A petition shall be submitted which shall describe the property 
involved, the zone change desired and the reason for such change, and a copy 
of the application or petition for a zoning change shall be provided 
promptly to the City Commission by the Zoning Administrator.  A map 
amendment may also be initiated by the Planning Commission or the City 
Commission. 

 
(3) Either type of request shall be accompanied by a fee in an amount set by 

resolution of the City Commission. 
 

Section 2.  Section 14.2:3(1) of the Big Rapids Zoning Ordinance is amended to read as 
follows, deleting the stricken text and adding the text in bold print. 
14.2:3 Hearing 
 

(1) The City Commission shall refer all applications for a change in the Zoning 
Ordinance text or map, to the Planning Commission.  All applications 
requesting a text or map amendment to the Zoning Ordinance shall be 
presented to the Planning Commission.  Before submitting its 
recommendations and report to the City Commission, the Planning 
Commission shall conduct a public hearing on the proposed amendment or 
change after posting notice of hearing at least fifteen (15) days prior to the date 
of hearing, by publication in an official paper or a paper of general circulation 
in the Municipality. and by United Stated mail to each public utility company 
and railroad company owning or operating any public utility or railroad within 
the district or zones affected that registers its name and mailing address with 
the City Clerk for the purpose of receiving the notice.  A hearing shall be granted 



14 
 

a person interested at the time and place specified on the notice.  In case of a 
proposed Zoning Map change, all property owners within three hundred (300) 
feet of the boundaries of the property proposed to be changed shall be likewise 
notified by mail.  An affidavit of mailing shall be maintained.   

 
Section 3.  The City Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in The Pioneer. 
 
Section 4.  This ordinance shall be effective 20 days after publication. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James      
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Dated:  April 16, 2018     
Published:  April 19, 2018 
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Eric Williams, City Attorney, updated the Commission regarding the Michigan Tax 
Tribunal trial between the City and Baruch, Evergreen Terrace Assisted Living LLC.  
Some of the highlights are as follows: 
 

 There will be a trial in Lansing that Mr. Williams will be attending. 
 

 The City received an order denying petitioner’s motion for summary disposition 
and order partially granting summary disposition for respondent.   
 

 Mr. Williams contacted Baruch’s attorney and asked for a settlement contingent 
on Commissions approval to the following: 
 

o Baruch loses tax years 2013, 2014, and 2015 
o City allows tax exemption for years 2016, 2017, 2018 

 
Baruch has voiced that they would accept the above offer.  Mr. Williams does not 
believe that the City will get a better deal at the trial and asked for the Commission’s 
thoughts. For tax year 2018, there will be nothing to refund because there has been 
nothing paid. 
 
A tax exemption for Baruch will not be considered automatic, they will need to request a 
tax exemption each year.  Mr. Kuhn will inform Gail Dolbee, City Assessor that the City 
wants her to require that Baruch request a tax exemption each year. 
 
Ice Grant -  The City has applied for an Infrastructure Capacity Enhancement Grant 
through the MEDC for the past two years.  In both years the applications were not 
approved.  The intent was to apply again this year, but the City was informed that they 
were not doing the program this year.  However, MEDC officials made a visit to City Hall 
last week to inform us that although they were not accepting new applications for funding 
in 2018 they were continuing with the program by looking at applications from last year 
that were not funded.  The City has been awarded a grant for this year to fund a project 
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in the Spring and Summer of 2019.  The project is water main replacement and road 
reconstruction on Ives Ave. and South Street from Magnolia to State Street as well as 
one block of work on Clark Ave.  The grant amount will be approximately $1.8 Million 
 
Earth Day – is Saturday, April 21, 2018 starting at 9:00 a.m.  There will be five $50.00 
prizes for the most debris collected in the public right-of-way. 
 
Businesses – DP Tire is moving out of the City towards Perry Avenue and Belle Tire is 
moving in on Perry Avenue.   
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *             ______________________ 
Mayor Thomas J. Hogenson            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk      
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